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Even in summer when water becomes scarce, water re-
mains in the deep depressions (called Madu in Tamil). A thirsty
person can go there and drink the water to his satisfaction and
quench his thirst Archavatara is like water in a Madu. The
Lord in the form of Archavatara resides in the temples of Sri
Vaishnavites. The Archa Vigraha is made up of an alloy of
five metals and has the form and beauty necessary to act as
feast to our eyes. When consecrated by the brahmins through
Vedic Mantras, Para Vasudeva residing in the Faramapadam
also enters these idols with all His glory and power and with
a body made of Suddha-satva. Since the archakas install Him
daily through Vedic mantras and worship Him, He resides in
the idols with all His glory and bestows the boons sought by the
devotees* He also speaks to the* devotees who surrender solely
unto Him and worship Him with unalloyed devotion. Though
the Lord in the form of Archa resides in the temples at the var-
ious places, those places which were venerated and worshipped
by the Alvars through their devotional songs - (pasurams) are
called Divyadesams which are 108 in number.
The Alvars enjoyed the Archavataras in these Divyadesams
due to their deep devotion. Nammalvar stayed at the foot of the
everawake (non- sleeping) tamarind tree at Alvar-thirunagari,
had the darshan of the Lords in the various Divyadesams by
surrendering unto them through unalloyed devotion and sang
in praise of those Archavataras.
Thirumangai Alvar had the fortune of getting initiated into
the Ashtakshara Mantra by the Lord Himself. He travelled
to various Divyadesams and sang in praise of the Lord there.
Thirumangai Alvar out of deep love for the Lord, assumed
woman-hood (in his thought), became attracted by the beauty
and auspicious qualities of the Lord and sang in praise of Him
with his heart melting with love of Nayika towards the Lord as
Nayaka.
Thondaradipodi Alvar says in Thimmaalai: "Oh Lord Ran-
ganatha! I pi^ef the pleasure of serving you here to that of going
to Paramapada and governing it". Thus he considers the ser-
vice to Lord Renganatha to be more pleasurable than reaching